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for the year. We shall let the Government take whatever legal steps
it may think fit, and gladly suffer the consequences of our non-
payment. We shall rather let our lands be forfeited, than that by
voluntary payment we should allow our case to be considered false
or should compromise our self-respect. Should the Government,
however, agree to suspend collection of the second instalment of the
assessment throughout the district, such amongst us as are in a
position to pay will pay up the whole or the balance of the revenue
that may be due. The reason why those who are able to pay still
withhold payment is that if they pay up, the poorer ryots may in a
panic sell their chattels or incur debts to pay their dues, and thereby
bring suffering upon themselves. In these circumstances, we feel
that for the sake of the poor, it is the duty even of those who can
afford to pay to withhold payment of their assessment." The number
of satyagrahis rose to over 2,000.
The commissioner blamed Gandhi for having inaugurated the
movement at a time when the war was entering a critical stage. In
reply, Gandhi said on April 15 :
"The commissioner has invited a crisis. And he has made such a
fetish of it that he armed himself beforehand with a letter from Lord
Willingdon to the effect that even he should not interfere with the
commissioner's decision. He brings in the war to defend his position
and abjures the ryots and me to desist from our cause at this time of
peril to the empire. But I venture to suggest the commissioner's
attitude constitutes a peril far greater than the German peril, and I
am serving the empire in trying to deliver it from this peril from
within. There is no mistaking the fact that India is waking up from
its long sleep. The ryots do not need to be literate to appreciate their
rights and their duties. They have but to realize their invulnerable
power and no Government, however strong, can stand against their
will. The Kheda ryots are solving an imperial problem of the first
magnitude in India. They will show that it is impossible to govern
without their consent. War cannot be permitted to give a licence
to the officials to exact obedience to their orders, even though the
ryots may consider them to be unreasonable and unjust."
The commissioner gave a threat of confiscation of lands : "Those
who are contumacious, will get no lands in the future. Government
do not want their names on their records of rights. Those who go out
shall never be admitted again."